
December 15, 2000  

   

GREETINGS OF THE SEASON!  

   

 It seems impossible that another whole year has passed so quickly.  The last year of the 

20th Century was a very busy one for the Ojima Group!  It was a year of comings and goings, 

with Professor Ojima making even more trips than usual, and numerous changes in the 

membership of the Ojima Group.  It was also a year of new triumphs and honors, most notably 

Professor Ojima's election as a Fellow of the New York Academy of Sciences and the 

announcement of his selection as recipient of the biannual Emanuel B. Hershberg Award for 

Important Discoveries in Medicinal Active Substances from the American Chemical Society.  

This extremely prestigious award will be presented at the March 2001 ACS Meeting in San 

Diego.  (Please see the enclosed announcement.)  

2000 was also a busy year for publications.  The completely revised Second Edition of 

Catalytic Asymmetric Synthesis, of which Professor Ojima was editor as well as a contributor, is 

now on sale, as are two other books which included chapters from him.  His co-authors on the 

chapter in Organic Reactions were Drs. Chung-Ying Tsai and Dominique Bonafoux, and the late 

Maria Tzamarioudaki.  Two other books are expected to be published in 2001.  

 In February Professor Ojima made a brief trip to the University of Illinois, Urbana-

Champaign to present a Seminar, and a few days later the Group said "Farewell!" to Dr. Songnian 

Lin who left for a postdoctoral appointment in Dr. Danishefsky's laboratory at Sloan-Kettering.  

Then in March Drs. Miller and Bonafoux and Seung Yub Lee, Deric Geng, and Grace Chuang all 

followed Professor Ojima to San Francisco for the ACS Meeting, where he chaired the Guenther 

Award Symposium and was organizer of the very successful "New Prospects in Anticancer 

Agents for the 21st Century" symposium.  

 May always signals the end of the school year, commencement, and all related activities, 

and this year it was even busier than usual.  After a brief trip to Napro Pharmaceuticals in 

Colorado, Boulder, to give a Seminar, Professor Ojima returned to Stony Brook to prepare for the 

visit of Cecilia Fumero-Oderda, her husband Gianluca and daughter Sara, who were the Ojimas' 

houseguests.  Cecilia had written her thesis during a year's leave of absence in Italy following 

Sara's birth.  In a whirlwind trip, she successfully defended and attended Commencement on 

schedule.  Other Ojima Group members present at Commencement were Robert Tynebor, our 

first to complete the BS/MS program, and Richard Pracitto, MS.  After graduation Rob accepted a 

position at Bristol-Myers Squibb PRI and Rick went to Eli Lilly in Indianapolis.  Also earning 

MS degrees by summer's end were Beihan Wang, who moved to Roche Bioscience in California, 

Pete Zhang, who is now at Schering-Plough in New Jersey, and Grace Chuang, who is working at 

Bayer in Connecticut while on leave from her Ph.D. studies.  



 Partially offsetting these losses of personnel, we welcomed two new postdocs, Dr. Dansu 

Li, who joined us in June after graduation from Dartmouth College, and Dr. Ioana Ungureanu, a 

Romanian national who had just completed her Ph.D. at University of Strasbourg, France in 

August.  We were also fortunate to have a very bright high school student, Jason Beiger, and two 

promising undergraduates, Matthew Sturm and Chae Koo (Dan) Chong do summer research in 

the Ojima laboratory.  Matt has stayed on through the fall, and we expect both Dan and Jason, 

who is only a junior now, to return next summer.  We also anticipate the arrival of two new 

postdocs, Andrew Moralee and Victor Vassar, early in 2001.  (See the group web page for more 

information.)  

 In June we also welcomed Dr. Hiroyuki Isobe, Assistant Professor of Chemistry, 

University of Tokyo, who visited Stony Brook under the under the auspices of the NSF 

Collaborative Grant to promote US-Japanese exchange of research.  Dr. Isobe's Seminar was well 

received, and the entire group enjoyed a barbecue in his honor at the Ojima home.  

 With the arrival of July, Professor Ojima was traveling again, this time to Europe, where, 

despite a grueling schedule of meetings and lectures, he managed to find time for mini "reunions" 

with Ojima alumni in Paris and Milan.  In Paris he and Yoko enjoyed an excellent dinner in the 

company of Francette Delaloge, David Machnik, Evelyne Michaud, Olivier Duclos, Thierry 

Brigaud, and their spouses and companions.  Also joining the reunion was "honorary member" 

Dr. Louis Fensterbank.  Because of a prior commitment Bruno Simonot had to miss the party, but 

dined with the Ojimas the evening before.  A little later in his trip, Professor and Mrs. Ojima were 

pleased to be able to visit with Patrizia Ingallina and Cecilia Fumero-Oderda and families, before 

flying to the UK for the 16
th

 International Symposium- Fluorine Chemistry, University of 

Durham.  

 Meanwhile, back in Stony Brook the group was welcoming Professor Masahiro 

Murakami, his wife Mitsuko and young son Hitachi for a five-week visit.  Despite a fairly full 

schedule of Seminars, both at Stony Brook and elsewhere in the Northeast, "Masa" and his family 

managed to get in some sight-seeing and also to participate in a number of Group activities, 

including a barbecue in their honor at the Ojimas' (after their return from England) and the annual 

group "picnic", this year at Smith Point State Park beach.  The entire group was very sorry to see 

the Murakamis leave.  

 The ACS summer meeting was held in Washington, DC with good participation from 

Professor Ojima's students.  Nobuhiro Mizutani, Michael Miller, Dominique Bonafoux, Ed Wu, 

Deric Geng, Jimmy Qu, and Pete Zhang all presented.  Professor Ojima returned shortly after his 

own presentation, only to leave almost immediately for Stockholm and the 12
th

 International 

Symposium on Homogeneous Catalysis, The Swedish Chemical Society, where he was an invited 

lecturer.  Before returning to Stony Brook on September 10th, he spent another week in 

Switzerland for a series of seminars at pharmaceutical companies in Basel  as well as ETH in 

Zurich.  

 Another highlight of the fall season was the Ojima's trip to Purdue University for a 

Symposium and celebration to honor Professor Ei-Ichi Negishi.  On this occasion both of the 

Ojimas contributed to the event, with Professor Ojima giving a presentation at the Symposium, 



and Yoko lending her lovely voice to provide entertainment for the banquet.  In mid-October, 

after less than two weeks of frantic activity in the chemistry department and laboratory, Professor 

Ojima was off to Japan for his annual round of meetings and seminars at various universities and 

chemical companies.  

 Amazingly, Professor Ojima managed to spend almost the entire month of November at 

home, although he did have to leave on Nov. 30
th

 to go to the University of New Brunswick, 

Canada, for a seminar and Ph.D. defense.  However, there were a number of visitors to Stony 

Brook during that period, including a graduate student from Professor Nakamura's group at the 

University of Tokyo.  Kenji Hara arrived on November 13
th

 and immediately made himself at 

home in the Ojima Group (and in Nobu Mizutani's apartment!).  He proved to be a hard worker 

and a pleasant addition to the group.  While he was here, Kenji was fortunate to be able to 

participate in the traditional Thanksgiving Eve party at the Ojima home.  When he left on 

December 13
th

 for the Pacifichem 2000 conference in Hawaii, both he and the rest of the group 

hoped he could return again in a year or so.  

 Only a few days later, we gathered to say "good-by" to Seung-Yub Lee, who successfully 

completed the requirements for his Ph.D.  He and his lovely wife will be moving to Ft. Lee, NJ so 

that she can commute to Columbia for her Ph.D. studies, and he can travel more easily to his 

postdoctoral associate position at Albert Einstein College of Medicine.  In a few more days many 

other group members, including the Ojimas, will be leaving to travel home over the holidays for 

welcome visits with family and friends.   

By the time you read this, the holidays will probably have come and gone, and we’ll be 

hard at work once again.  I hope you all enjoy catching up on the activities of other group 

members, and we renew the invitation for all of you to share your own news with us and keep us 

advised of any changes in address, status, and affiliation.  We would especially appreciate your 

supplying e-mail addresses.  You can send your information to me, to Professor Ojima, or to any 

current member.  We also invite you to stay in touch with the Ojima Group and its activities 

throughout the year on our web site:    

http://ojima10.chem.sunysb.edu/~ojimaweb/homepage/homepage.html  

   

SINCERE BEST WISHES FOR A HAPPY, HEALTHY, SUCCESSFUL NEW YEAR!  

   

Patricia Marinaccio  

Project Staff Assistant 

 


